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Schools Forum 
 

October 11th 2013 
 

Update and Forecasted Out-turn Position of the Dedicated Schools 
Grant 2013-14 

  
This report relates to both maintained and academy schools 

 
For information only 

 
Recommendations 
 

• That the schools Forum notes the updated Dedicated Schools Grant 
funding and its allocation in 2013-14. 

 

• That the schools Forum notes the forecasted out-turn position for 
centrally controlled DSG allocations. 

 
1.0 Introduction  
 
1.1 At the Schools Forum in March, a report was brought detailing the estimated 

Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) and the services that would be funded from 
the grant. This report updates the members of the group on the updated DSG. 
As part of the DfE governance regime the LA is required to report this updated 
position to the Schools Forum. 

 
1.2 LA budget holders of centrally controlled DSG allocations have also reported 

their forecasted out-turn position. 
 

2.0  The Updated DSG  

2.1  When the DSG allocation was agreed in March it was acknowledged that this 
was an estimated position as there were still some factors of pupil numbers 
that needed to be validated and that a final total DSG figure would be 
released, as in previous years, by the DfE.  There would also be changes 
between the 3 elements of the DSG – LA maintained schools, Academy 
Schools and the centrally controlled allocation as more schools converted to 
Academy status.  The table overleaf highlights the changes in the overall 
Warwickshire DSG position since March. 
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 DSG 
Communication 
March 2013 

£000 

Section 251 

April 2013    
£000 

Current 
Position      

Sept 2013   
£000 

Warwickshire Academies 96,267 88,222 97,615 

WCC maintained 200,277 208,240 198,488 

Central Allocations 57,980 58,331 58,912 

Total Warwickshire DSG 
Grant 

354,524 354,792 355,015 

 

2.2  The DSG funding to the Local Authority is subject to the validation of pupil 
numbers and notification from the DfE notes the latest total DSG allocated to 
Warwickshire as £355m.     

3.0  Forecasted Out-turn Position of Centrally Allocated DSG 
Budgets. 

 

3.1  The updated DSG central allocation to LA mangers is £58.912m.  Managers 
have forecasted the anticipated spend against these budgets.  This forecast is 
anticipating an overall central DSG over-spend of £2.929m.  Summary details 
and explanations of the major variances are included in the table and text 
below. 
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3.2  SEN Independent & OLA Special Schools is forecasting to over-spend by 
£2.984m.  In recent years there has been a considerable increase in the 
numbers of pupils referred for statutory assessment. Over the last three 
calendar years there has been an increase of 59.4%, although not all of these 
will go on to receiving a statement. The areas of greatest need are Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties 
(BESD). Limited local specialist provision along with the growing referrals has 
meant placing an increasing number of pupils in independent specialist 
provision.  As part of the High Needs Task and Finish Group a number of 
measures have been proposed to address these budgetary pressures. These 
are noted in reports elsewhere on the agenda. 

3.3 The Post 16 over-spend relates to the new funding regime for the LA where 
the new funding arrangements offers £11,000 per post 16 student and top up 
funding based on the needs of each individual student.  Previously this was 
administered by the Education Funding Agency (EFA) and this budget 
provides the top up element. However, due to an increase in learner numbers 
(both continuing into a second year and new applications), the service is 
continuing to systematically negotiate with independent specialist providers a 
lower rate of funding based on the existing national matrix – indeed reduced 
estimates of £0.4m have been achieved.  Discussions are being had with 
social care and health services as to the contributions that they could make 
towards these costs. 

3.4 The funded 2 year old under-spend predominantly relates to  a decision not to 
commit to any further expenditure than necessary on 2 year old trajectory / 
capacity within the DSG.  The expected £0.6m under-spend will be used to 
help balance the overall DSG central allocation. 

3.5 Work is being progressed to address these areas of over-spend including work 
reported elsewhere in the agenda, including a review of all areas of central 
DSG spend.  Further information as to the success of this work will be 
reported later in the year.   

Background papers  
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schools

revenuefunding/a00218077/funding-settlement-2013-14 

 Name Contact Details 

Report Author(s) Brian Smith 
Chris Norton  

briansmith@warwickshire.gov.uk 
chrisnorton@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Head of Service Sarah Callaghan 
and John Betts 

sarahcallaghan@warwickshire.gov.uk 
johnbetts@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Strategic 
Director 

Wendy Fabbro wendyfabbro@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Portfolio Holder Cllr Heather Timms cllrtimms@warwickshire.gov.uk 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schoolsrevenuefunding/a00218077/funding-settlement-2013-14
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schoolsrevenuefunding/a00218077/funding-settlement-2013-14
mailto:briansmith@warwickshire.gov.uk


Warwickshire Schools Forum - October 11th 2013                             Item 07 

 

 

 


